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Limb Heights above Sidewalks & Streets

As trees grow to maturity, it is important to prune
them to accommodate pedestrians and vehicles along
the street. The Omaha City Code requires a 10 foot
clearance above sidewalks and a 14' clearance above
streets. Selecting trees with ascending or vase-shaped
mature canopies rather than broad or pyramidal forms,
will help alleviate the need for pruning.
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PLANT TYPES

Approved Street Trees

The following trees are approved for placement along
the Public Right of Way. Other cultivars and the
straight species of plants listed may also be acceptable,
providing they match the aesthetic and functional
characteristics of their established group. Species with
similar characteristics are grouped to provide visual
continuity to the street segments while allowing for
horticultural diversity.
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Large Trees with Round Canopies

and Coarse Textured Foliage

Acer x freemanii ‘Jeffersred’
Autumn Blaze Maple

Acer x freemanii ‘Celzani’
Acer Wigrum Black Maple

Aesculus glabra
Ohio Buckeye

Aesculus hippocastanum
Common Horsechestnut

Platanus x acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’
Bloodgood London Plane Tree

Platanus x acerifolia ‘Columbia’
Columbia London Plane Tree

Platanus x acerifolia ‘Liberty’
Liberty London Plane Tree

Platanus x acerifolia “Yarwood’
Yarwood London Plane Tree

Platanus occidentalis
American Planetree

QMEVCMS macrocarpa
Bur Oak

Quercus rubra
Red Oak

Quercus alba
White Oak

Quercus bicolor
Swamp White Oak

Quercus robur
English Oak

Quercus muhlenbergii
Chinkapin Oak
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J arge Trees with Round Canopies

and Fine Textured Foliage

Cladrastis kentukea
Yellow Wood

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis
Thornless Honeylocust

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis ‘Christie’
Halka Honeylocust

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis ‘Moraine’
Moraine Honeylocust

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis ‘Shademaster’
Shademaster Honeylocust

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis Tmperial’
Imperial Honeylocust

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis
Thornless Honeylocust

Gymnocladus dioicus
Kentucky Coffee Tree

Phellodendron amurense ‘Macho’
Amur Cork Tree Macho

Phellodendron amurense ‘His Majesty”
Amur Cork Tree His Majesty
Phellodendron amurense

Amur Cork Tree

Sophora japonica ‘Regent’

Regent Scholar Tree

Sophora japonica

Japanese Pagoda Tree, Scholar Tree
Sophora japonica ‘Halka’

Millstone Scholar Tree

Ulmus parvifolia ‘Dynasty’
Dynasty Elm
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{Group 3P

Large Trees with Oval Canopies
and Fine Textured Foliage

Celtis occidentalis ‘Prairie Pride’
Prairie Pride Hackberry

Celtis occidentalis ‘Chicago Land’
Chicago Land Hackberry

Celtis occidentalis ‘Windy City’
Windy City Hackberry

Metasequoia glyptastroboides
Dawn Redwood

Quercus imbricaria
Shingle Oak

Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Bessoniana’
Purple Robe Locust

Taxodium distichum
Bald Cypress

Tilia cordata ‘Chancellor’
Chancellor Littleleaf Linden

Tilia cordata ‘Glenleven’
Glenleven Littleleaf Linden

Tilia cordata ‘Greenspire’
Greenspire Littleleaf Linden
Tilia cordata ‘Olympic’
Olympic Littleleaf Linden
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Large Trees with Oval Canopies
and Coarse Textured Foliage

Catalpa speciosa
Catalpa

Ginkgo biloba
Ginkgo

Ginkgo biloba ‘Autumn Gold’
Autumn Gold Ginkgo

Gleditsia triacanthos inermis ‘Skyline’
Skyline Honeylocust

Liriodendron tulipifera
Tulip Tree

Quercus coccinea
Scarlet Oak

Quercus velutina
Northern Black Oak

Tilia americana ‘Redmond’
Redmond Basswood

Tilia sp ‘Sterling’

Sterling Linden

Tilia sp ‘Green Meadows’
Green Meadows Linden

Tilia Tomentosa
Silver Linden

Ulmus ‘Frontier’
Frontier Elm

Ulmus ‘Discovery Elm’
Discovery Elm

Ulmus ‘Morton Glossy’
Morton Glossy Elm
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l,iarge Trees with Spreading Canopies

and Fine Textured Foliage

Celtis occidentalis
Hackberry

Celtis Occidentalis ‘Magnifica’
Magnifica Hackberry

Ulmus ‘Accolade’
Accolade Elm

Ulmus americana ‘Delaware #2’
Delaware American Elm

Ulmus americana ‘Washington’
Washington American Elm

Ulmus ‘Princeton’
Princeton Elm

Ulmus wilsoniana ‘Prospector’
Prospector Elm

Ulmus ‘Morton Plainsman’
Vanguard Elm

Ulmus ‘Sapporo’
Autumn Gold

%}E‘GROUP 6}
Large Trees with Columnar Canopies

Carpinus betulus ‘Fastigiata’
Upright European Hornbeam

Ginkgo biloba Lakeview’
Lakeview Ginkgo

Ginkgo biloba ‘Princeton Sentry’
Princeton Sentry Gingko

Pyrus calleryana ‘Capital’
Capital Callery Pear

Pyrus calleryana ‘Chauticleer’
Chanticleer Pear

Quercus robur ‘Fastigiata’
Upright English Oak
Quercus robur ‘Long’
Regal Prince Oak

Quercus robur ‘Asjes’
Rosehill Oak

Taxodium distichum ‘Shawnee Brave’
Bald Cypress
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PLANT TYPES
Approved Ornamental Trees

The following ornamental trees are approved for
placement within medians at divided roadway
sections, accent areas and under powerlines.
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Small Trees with Round Canopies

Acer ginnala
Amur Maple

Crataegus phaenopyrum
Washington Hawthorn

Crataegus punctata inermis ‘Ohio Pioneer’
Thornless Ohio Pioneer Hawthorn

Koelreuteria paniculata
Goldenraintree

Malus baccata Jackii’
Jackii Crabapple

Malus ‘Professor Sprenger’
Professor Sprenger Crabapple

Malus ‘Sugartyme’
Sugartyme Crabapple

Malus x zumi ‘Calocarpa’
Calocarpa Crabapple

Robinia pseudoacacia Inermis’
Globe Locust

Syringa reticulata ‘Summer Snow’
Summer Snow Japanese Tree Lilac
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Small Trees with Oval Canopies
and Dense Branching

Acer platanoides x truncatum Norwegian Sunset’
Norwegian Sunset Maple

Acer platanoides x truncatum ‘Pacific Sunset’
Pacific Sunset Maple

Acer campestre ‘Deboral’
Deborah Hedge Maple

Amelanchier ‘Autumn Brilliance’
Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry

Amelanchier ‘Snow Cloud’
Snow Cloud Serviceberry

Amelanchier ‘Spring Flurry’
Spring Flurry Serviceberry

Malus Adams’
Adams Crabapple

Malus ‘Centurion’
Centurion Crabapple

Malus Indian Summer’
Indian Summer Crabapple

Malus ‘Prairie Fire
Prairie Fire Crabapple

Malus ‘Purple Prince’
Purple Prince Crabapple

Malus ‘Robinson’
Robinson Crabapple

Prunus virginiana ‘Shubert’
Shubert Choke Cherry
Syringa reticulata Tvory Silk
Ivory Silk Japanese Tree Lilac
Syringa reticulata ‘Regent’
Regent Japanese Tree Lilac
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GREEN STREETS MAINTENANCE

The care and ongoing maintenance of the tree and
supporting landscape is of major importance. A well
maintained landscape is one that commands respect
and projects beauty, where as a poorly maintained
landscape is one that speaks to neglect and abuse and
can in fact greatly downgrade the overall impression of
a city or public space.

The proper maintenance of a tree is critical within the
initial period of planting. Without consistent watering
of new plant material major portions of the plantings
will die. Omaha’s climate cannot be relied upon

to provide consistent rains. If proper establishment
maintenance of the tree plantings cannot be provided,
it is futile to plant.

The City of Omaha has used several different strategies
in the past to provide the necessary maintenance of the
public landscape of streets with mixed results. This
Green Streets plan proposes to use the best of these
approaches and is broken into two categories.

For those streets that are the most intensively planted,
using a private contractor to install the trees and
provide ongoing maintenance works well. An example
of this type of landscape is the Abbott Drive Corridor
connecting downtown Omaha to the Airport. Here
we have a landscape that consists not only of overstory
shade trees, but includes large plantings of shrubs and
perennials, grasses, and a median that is primarily
shrubs and perennials as well. The exception to the
Abbott Drive system is that we would not include a
full irrigation system for the right of way. Instead we
would develop a xeriscape/ low water requirement
planting palette that would require an initial period of
watering after which the plants would thrive with only
occasional watering.

In order to ensure the success of this type of intensive
planting, this plan proposes the development of a
privately held and maintained fund for planting and
maintenance. The City would provide oversight on
the design, installation, and maintenance, with the
strong private partner administering the fund and
soliciting private contributions for the installation and
maintenance of the green street. A private landscaping
company would contract to provide the ongoing
maintenance of this landscape.

For those street segments that are primarily planted with
trees only, using a contractor to plant the trees and then
providing direct maintenance by city crews has proven
to be the most effective method of ensuring success
and establishment of the trees. Over the first 5 years of
the planting, these city crews would water, weed, prune
and care for the new trees on a frequent schedule. As
the plantings begin to establish themselves and thrive,
the schedule of watering can move to one of infrequent
waterings only during the most significant dry periods,
however ongoing maintenance is still required to keep
the landscape in a healthy and safe condition.

So how does a city meet the challenges of finding the
resources necessary to maintain a lively and green system
of public streets? In a period of overall diminishing

city staff and reducing budgets, it is a real challenge to
find funds for new programs and initiatives. This plan
recommends that maintenance for the initial period of
3to 5 years be included in the up-front funding costs of
the capital investment. In this way, we can be assured
that each of the streets that are planted will have the care
that is imperative at that initial period.

£a+ Today’s cost of maintaining an intensive landscaped
street such as Abbott Drive averages $20,000 per year
per mile. The chart that follows illustrates the tasks
included. If a full irrigation system were implemented,
the costs increase by about $10,000 per year per mile.

@ Do

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
SCHEDULE

January-March

Remove litter from planting beds and right of way once
each month. Remove any debris caught in trees and
shrubs. Prune any damaged branches as needed.

April-October

Remove litter from planting beds once each month
Begin mowing turf grass areas this month on a 10 day
minimum cycle. Replenish mulch to a full design depth
in all shrub beds and tree bases in April. Begin watering
as required. For each week that there is less than %" of
rain for the week, apply 1" of water the entire shrub bed
length and width. Apply 1" of water over the entire root
zone of each tree. Monitor all planting beds for weedy
conditions and take appropriate measures to maintain all
plantings in a weed-free condition.

November-December

Remove litter from planting beds and right of way once
each month. Remove any debris caught in trees and
shrubs. Prune any damaged branches as needed.
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2e: The cost of maintaining a less intensive streetscape
of newly planted trees only averages $5,000 per

year per mile. This assumes that a city crew composed
primarily of summer seasonal labor is employed for 6
months equipped with a watering truck, hand tools,
and other incidental equipment. The seasonal crew
would water trees, maintain mulch, prune branches as
necessary, and remove litter within the plantings.





