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plus the sidewalk on each side of the paved cartway.  A side-benefit of a wider planting strip is 
that snow cleared from the street is less likely to land on the sidewalk.

Goal 5 Statement

Older sections of Omaha have many tree-lined streets.  Newer sections of Omaha do not, but the 
main arterial streets in the western part of Omaha have been built with wide rights of way that 
can accept substantial amounts of landscaping.  Budgetary cut-backs and current City policies have 
not encouraged tree planting and maintenance.  The City should adopt policies to preserve and 
enhance a connected series of landscaped streets as an important component of the City’s image.  

Objectives:

1. The City should encourage tree planting in appropriate locations along selected rights of way, 
should maintain these trees, and should assume liability for them.

2. The City should provide for tree planting in appropriate locations along selected rights of way 
when streets are reconstructed by the City.

3. The City should work with private donors to create tree planting programs.

Policies:

1. In consultation with neighborhoods, the City should identify the streets where tree planting 
should be encouraged.

2. The City should have programs funded from both governmental and private sources to plant 
and maintain trees.  

3. The new Cleveland Boulevard in suburban areas should continue to be constructed and 
landscaped as new areas of the City are platted and annexed.

Woolworth Avenue is an existing boulevard in Omaha.
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Green Omaha

Diagrams showing typical cross sections for green streets.
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4. Developers should be required to adhere to minimum street and lot planting requirements for 
trees in new residential districts.

Implementation:

1. The City should prepare a Green Streets Master Plan, which delineates major streets that 
should have special tree planting design and maintenance. In addition to the boulevards in 
the older part of Omaha and the streets in west Omaha with 200, 150, and 100 foot rights 
of way the master plan should identify streets or corridors that can become the connecting 
links in the ultimate system of Green Streets. Dodge Street from I – 680 east is probably the 
most important link. Sorenson Parkway is another link where a green right of way is already 
present. Cuming Street east to Saddle Creek is another link, because it connects to Abbott 
Drive and the airport. West Center, Saddle Creek and Military Highway could also be green 
links, although transforming them in this way will be difficult. 

2. There should be a new tree-planting initiative to add a significant number of new street trees 
each year. This initiative can be partly funded by private donations but should be managed by 
the City. 

3. The City should have standards for tree planting in streets in new development including 
streets that are part of Sanitary and Improvement Districts and the Cleveland Boulevard 
concept should be included in these standards.  

4. The Zoning Code should be amended to increase tree planting requirements for tree planting 
on new streets and individual lots in all zoning districts.

5. The City should fund tree planting and tree maintenance as necessary to create and maintain 
the Green Streets Master Plan.
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Typical cross section for new residential streets showing placement of trees in a grass lawn between the 
sidewalk and the travelway.  Where utilities prevent this configuration, trees will be planted in rows behind 
the sidewalk.
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Goal 6: Green Parking Lots

Background

Large parking lots create heat islands, accelerate water run-off, and transmit automobile 
pollutants into the water table.  Parking lots are also a big part of the image of the modern 
city.  Developments that need to provide for water retention could do so by combining water-
retention with the landscape design of parking lots.   Existing City landscaping standards for 
parking lots require primarily buffering at the edges.  Such requirements could be modified to 
require parking lot designs that enhance both the environment and the appearance of the city.

Goal 6: Statement

Large parking lots for industrial, commercial, institutional, and apartment residential uses in 
the City should be designed to minimize negative effects on the environment and microclimate 
and provide a landscaped environment.  

Objectives:

1. Large parking lots should be designed to hold and filter stormwater runoff, reduce heat 
effects, and provide a landscaped environment.

Diagram of techniques for making greener parking lots.
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Policies:

1. There should be standards for the size and other characteristics of parking lots containing 
more than a specified number of parking places in new development so that they hold and 
filter stormwater runoff, reduce heat effects and provide a landscaped environment without 
compromising public safety and effective snow removal.

Implementation:

1. The Zoning Code should be amended to include water-retention standards and filtration 
requirements for parking, including requirements that the retention and filtration continue to 
be effective. 

2. Parking lot design requirements should be revised so that landscaping that provides for water 
retention and filtration can be made an integral part of the design.

Goal 7: A Green Image for Omaha

The achievement of the goals relating to the Papio park system, the trail system, freeway 
landscaping, green streets, and green parking lots should provide a green public open space 
framework for Omaha that will transform the perception of the City for both residents and visitors.  

Perspective view of map showing Green Omaha goals.
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Goal 7 Statement

The open spaces of the City should be unified and connected to create an image of Omaha as a 
green City.

Objectives:

1. Each public and private development should be an opportunity to create and enhance a green 
setting for Omaha.

Policies: 

2. The City should require all appropriate agencies to prepare an annual report detailing progress 
in creating and maintaining green streets, new and existing trails, new and existing parks, and 
other elements of the City’s green setting.

Implementation:

1. An interdepartmental committee should be established including the directors of the Public 
Works, Parks, and Planning Departments. The Committee's purpose would be to monitor the 
implementation of the policies in the Urban Design Element of the Master Plan to be sure 
that the Green, Civic and Neighborhood policies are followed by the City. The Committee and 
its constituent agencies should be required to provide information for an annual report to be 
issued by the Mayor’s office.
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Perspective view of map delineating the areas of civic importance in Omaha




