


    

 

    

         
           

    

    

    

            
 

    

    

    

 

    

    

 

    

    

 

 

   
11 Learning to Fly | 2005 | Matt	Lowe 

•	 Painted	steel	sculpture. 

•	 Owned	by	Bemis	Center	for	Contemporary	Arts. 

Now turn to your right and on the north side of the 
Qwest Center building you will find: 

12 Plant Life | 2005 | David	Helm 

•	 Black	steel	sculpture	weighing	6000	lbs.	and	15’	tall.	Curved	metal	 
erupts	from	thick	latticed	base.	 

•	 Owned	by	Bemis	Center	for	Contemporary	Arts. 

Now turn around and retrace your steps heading south along 
10th St. At the front of the Qwest Center you will see: 

13 Illumina | 2007	| Matthew	Placzek	 

•	 Six	bronze	statues	portray	carnival	performers,	inspired	by	the	13th	 
Century	Carnival	of	Venice.	The	statues	interact	with	a	35’	stainless	 
steel	clock.	 

•	 Owned	by	Metropolitan	Entertainment	&	Convention	Authority. 

Continue south on 10th St. along the building. Take steps 
up to the landing on the south side of the Qwest Center. 
Here you will find: 

14 Sky Fin | 2005 | Catherine	Ferguson 

•	 The	sculptor	of	joyful	Sky	Fin	wants	to	express	our	shared	human	 
fantasy	of	flying	in	the	sky	and	swimming	under	water	at	will,	 
unassisted. 

•	 Owned	by	Bemis	Center	for	Contemporary	Arts. 

Continue walking around to the southeast corner of the 
building’s landing where you will find: 

15 Blue Cube | 2005 | Justin	Stewart	&	Michael	Todd 

•	 Blue	and	orange	painted	steel	sculpture. 

•	 Owned	by	Bemis	Center	for	Contemporary	Arts. 

Now take the overpass to the corner of 10th and Capitol St. 
Head south on 10th St. until you reach the corner of 
Douglas and 10th St. Enter the Leahy Mall and you will see: 

16 Shadow Box | 2005 | Tom	Sitzman 

•	 Located	next	to	the	water,	this	piece	is	designed	to	look	different	 
from	every	angle.	The	cutouts	shadow	and	give	dimension	to	the	 
space	without	filling	it	and	the	shadows	are	as	important	as	the	 
sculpture	itself.	The	artist	wants	the	viewer	to	be	interactive	with	 
the	art	sculpture. 

•	 Blue	steel	box	on	steel	platform. 

•	 Owned	by	the	City	of	Omaha,	Wind & Water Sculpture	Exhibition. 

Continue east on the path. While crossing the bridge look 
left and suspended over the water you will find: 

17 “O”mage | 2005 | Sharon	Boynton 

•	 “O”mage	is	a	tribute	to	Omaha	as	a	dynamic	historical	and	cultural	 
force.	The	sculpture	exhibits	iconic	strength	reminiscent	of	the	red	 
“O”	used	for	promotion	of	the	city.	This	piece	exemplifies	Omaha	as	 
forging	ahead	–	a	force	to	be	reckoned	with.	 

•	 Welded	steel	tubing;	legs	&	base	are	½	plate	steel. 

•	 Owned	by	the	City	of	Omaha,	Wind & Water Sculpture	Exhibition. 

Turn right and you will find a cluster of artwork, both on 
land and in the water: 

18 Frankie’s Pain | 2004 | Tim	Zweiback 

•	 The	artist	used	the	discarded	material	from	the	old	viaduct	linking	 
downtown	to	Union	Station,	transforming	it	into	something	far	 
different	than	its	original	intent.	Is	it	an	encased	cocoon	protecting	 
beauty	to	emerge,	or,	perhaps	an	entombed	sarcophagus	encasing	 
a	life	long	departed? 

•	 Welded	steel,	brick,	aluminum	and	glass. 

•	 Owned	by	the	City	of	Omaha,	Wind & Water Sculpture Exhibition. 

19 Time Capsules | 2003 | Jim	Moser	&	Rebecca	Hermann 

•	 The	cattail,	a	quintessential	symbol	and	survivor	of	the	plains,	is	 
the	essence	of	wind	and	water.	Its	form	has	an	evolved,	aesthetic	 
beauty	that	serves	as	a	container	for	complex	and	diverse	 
information.	The	artists	see	them	as	historical	scrapbooks	in	 
capsule	form. 

•	 Several	steel	plate	and	steel	tubing	sculptures,	located	in	the	water. 

•	 Owned	by	the	City	of	Omaha,	Wind & Water Sculpture	Exhibition. 

20 Thistle Flower | 2003 | Jim	Moser 

•	 The	artist	draws	upon	childhood	memories	for	this	work,	having	spent	many	summer	days	 
exploring	Rawhide	Creek	where	thistles	and	milkweed	were	abundant.	The	piece	tries	to	 
capture	the	competing	prickly/soft	characteristics	of	these	weeds.	 

•	 Acid-aged	steel.	Sculpture	is	in	the	water. 

•	 Owned	by	the	City	of	Omaha, Wind & Water Sculpture Exhibition. 

21 By the Bucket Full | 2004 | Jamie	Burmeister 

•	 Water	movement	can	be	anything	from	calm	and	tranquil	to	raging	and	violent.	Water	 
from	the	Leahy	Mall	is	captured	at	the	top	of	the	waterfall	and	travels	down	a	meandering	 
stainless	steel	tube	to	feed	a	large	bucket.	When	the	bucket	fills	it	loses	balance	and	dumps	 
into	the	pool. 

•	 Stainless	steel	and	bucket.	Located	within	the	waterfall	of	the	south	side	of	the	mall. 

•	 Owned	by	the	City	of	Omaha,	Wind & Water Sculpture Exhibition. 

22 Tree House with French Doors | 2003 | Sidney	Buchanan 

•	 This	angular	sculpture	is	transparent	and	provides	a	constantly	changing	view	as	one	moves	 
around	the	piece.	It	took	more	than	four	months	to	construct.	The	sculpture	was	constructed	 
initially	as	a	one-inch	to	one-foot	scale	maquette	to	problem-solve	the	finished	size. 

•	 Red	welded	steel	scuplture,	concrete	base,	weighs	10,000	lbs.,	measures	30’	x	13’	x12’. 

•	 Owned	by	City	of	Omaha,	Wind & Water Sculpture	Exhibition. 

We hope you’ve enjoyed this introduction to public art and encourage 
you to explore additional artwork at these sites in downtown Omaha:    

	 •	 Joslyn	Art	Museum	Sculpture	Garden 

	 •	 Creighton	University	Campus 

				•	 Omaha/Douglas	Civic	Center 

				•	 Heartland	of	America	Park,	Lewis	&	Clark	Landing,	 
	 	 Bob	Kerrey	Pedestrian	Bridge	and	Miller’s	Landing 

The Preserve Omaha Public Art Fund was established in 2006 to provide 
maintenance	for	city-owned	sculptures	and	monuments.	For	information	 
please call (402) 444-5947.	 

Donations	are	welcome	and	are	tax	-	deductible:	Preserve	Omaha	Public	 
Art	Fund	c/o	Omaha	Parks,	Recreation	&	Public	Property,	1819	Farnam	St.,	 
Suite	701,	Omaha,	NE	68183 
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